COLOUR                        iSi
some   clay  perhaps   we   ma\'  even  find  the    nnly
solution.    I refer to mixed marriages.
You have often heard people speak contemptibly
of a man or a woman whose parent^ happened to btr
mixed. However legal the marriage ceremony
may be. the offspring of such a mixed marriage is
regarded as tainted even as illegitimate children
are looked down upon though perhaps not to the
same extent. For they have been born in violation
of the rules of orthodoxy and they have disregarded
the wishes of society. In this respect the rigidity
of the convention has evolved into a code of morals,
and to be unconventional is to be immoral as well.
It is difficult to decide whether the prejudice
against the half-caste follows from the prejudice to
colour, so that the trace of it in the children is as
detestable as the original, and that therefore the
Colour bar is imposed only to save white women
from giving birth to half-caste children.
I am not a half-caste. I state this as a fact, not an
opinion. But sometimes I am even taken for that,
for my features are that of a much darker man than
I am. I therefore know what it feels like to be
taken for a half-caste,, and to judge the reaction of
others to those who are.
I covered the Coronation for an Indian paper.
I had not till late in the day bothered to get myself
a ticket to see the procession, partly because they
were too expensive, and partly because it was too